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In t:he Claims : 

1, (Currently Amended) A method for distributing an 
invention disclosure over an intranet, the method comprising ^fee— 
■ steps of : 

accessing an invention disclosure template form over 
the intranet , with the inv ention disclosur e templa te form 
providing the following o ptio ns 

create an invention disclosure / 
add attachments to an invention disclosure, 
revise an in vent ion disclosure, 
send an invention disclo sure to a co- 
inventor, 

view an unsubmitted invention disclosure, and 
submi t an invention disclosure ; 
creating an invention disclosure by sele cting the 
corresponding option in ^si^g the acce ssed invention disclosure 
template form, with the invention disclosure -inven-be^ providing 
information about an invention; 

adding an attachment to o c 1 o c t i n<g— a - n- option in the 
invention disclosure ^cm p la-t e form by selecting the corre sponding 
option in the accessed invention disclosure template form, wi th 
the attac hment providing additional information about the 

invention to incl - nde attachm e nt s wl-th the invention - d - i - s - e - loourc; 

and with the attachment being added attaching a f i - l= - e—fee - "te h e -- 
4iw ention di -s e - losu^e without the use of a hyperlink ?- the file 
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kej-ra^ - e - ffeated by th e- inv - e - n ^e^-^e paratG from t h o invention - 

di o c loDur c^ and including inf ormation -e&ouH t the invention tha t is 
f* et i - rac 1 u dc d i fr -t he ■■ d n v c n t i o n - die closure ; 

submitting the invention disclosure by selecting the 
corresponding option in the accessed invention dis closure 
template form, with the invention disclosure be in g submitted 
along with the attachment attached fi-l e over the intranet to at 
least one evaluator via e-mail with a hyperlink to the invention 
disclosure; and 

transmitting evaluation comments on the invention 
disclosure and the attachment attached fil e by the at least one 
evaluator via e-mail. 

2* {Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1, 
wherein the intranet includes a plurality of users enrolled 
therein with each user having associated personnel information 
stored within the intranet, the method further comprising %fre- 
iStcpo of : 

creating a profile of the invention disclosure based 
upon a technical area relating to the invention disclosure in 
response to accessing associated personnel information of the 
inventor; and 

transmitting a first notification message via e-mail to 
a first group of users based upon the created profile, the first 
group of users being within the plurality of users and including 
a technical review coordinator, the first notification message 
having a hyperlink to the invention disclosure. 
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3- (Original) A method according to Claim 2, wherein 
the at least one evaluator is selected by the technical review 
coordinator * 

4, (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 3, 
further comprising the steps of : 

submitting a recommendation of the invention disclosure 
by the technical review coordinator based upon the evaluation 
comments; and 

transmitting the recommendation of the invention 
disclosure via e-mail to the first group of users. 

5- (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 2, 
wherein the step of transmitting the first notification message 
is responsive to submission of the invention disclosure. 

6. (Original) A method according to Claim 2, wherein 
the profile comprises a functional manager of the inventor, a 
patent attorney, a technical review person, and a contracts 
person if the invention was developed under government funds. 

7 + (Original) A method according to Claim 6, wherein 
the profile further comprises information relating to the 
inventor including the inventor's employee number, department 
number, building number, phone number and e-mail address . 
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8. (Original) A method according to Claim 2, wherein 
the first group of users comprises a technical review 
coordinator, a contract administrator if the invention was 
developed under government funds, and an intellectual property 
administrator , 

9. (Original) A method according to Claim 3, wherein 
the first group of users further comprises a business area 
manager, a supervisor of the inventor, and the inventor. 

Claim 10 (Cancelled) . 

11. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1, 
wherein the c -te p of creating co m pris es- further comprising sending 
a notification message to a co-inventor, the notification message 
being transmitted via e-mail with a hyperlink to the invention 
disclosure * 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for distributing an 
invention disclosure over an intranet, the intranet having a 
plurality of users enrolled therein with each user having 
associated personnel information stored within the intranet, the 
method comprising ^ he step s of : 

accessing an invention disclosure template form over 
the intranet , with the invention disclosure template form 
providin g the follow ing o ptions 

create an invention disclosure, 
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add attachments to an invention disclosure, 
revise an invention dis closure , 
send an invention disclosure to a co- 
inventor , 

view an unsubmitted invention disclos ure , and 
submit an in vention disclosure ; 

creating an invention disclosure based on an inventor 
selecting th e correspondi n g option in i*s4*tg the accessed 
invention disclosure template form, with the invention disclosure 

fe e . ^ . g .....- e - B e £l ted b ^ - afl - i - nv e- n fee^ providing and includin g information 

about an invention; 

adding an attachment to ^ejL ^cting an option if* the 

invention disclosure templat e fe-rm by selecting the corresponding 

option in the accessed invention disclosure template form, with 
the attachment providi ng a dditional information about the 

invention t^-^cl udc an attachment with the invent j r ^- - - -- d4r£>g-l^^ Heet- 

and with the at tach m e nt being added ^ba ehing a fil e fea— t - h - e - 

invent ioa --^ i - i - seiae^£ -e without the use of a hyperlink, tfe e file 

be4rB-^-e ^ e a - te^— by the inventor sepa - ratc frorn -tr he invention 

d is c l o sure and includ ing information about - the— i-i w cnt ion that is 

n o t included in the in - ven%i^n disclosure; 

submitting the invention disclosure by selecting th e 
corres ponding opti on in t he accessed invention disclosure 
template form, with the invention disclosure being submitted 
along with the attachment attach e d - fil - e over the intranet; 

creating a profile of the invention disclosure based 
upon a technical area relating to the invention disclosure in 
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response to accessing associated personnel information of the 
inventor; 

transmitting a first notification message via e-mail to 
a first group of users based upon the created profile, the first 
group of users being within the plurality of users and including 
a technical review coordinator, the first notification message 
having a hyperlink to the invention disclosure; 

selecting at least one evaluator by the technical 
review coordinator; 

transmitting a second notification message via e-mail 
to the at least one evaluator, the second notification message 
having a hyperlink to the invention disclosure; 

submitting evaluation comments by the at least one 

evaluator ; 

submitting a recommendation of the invention disclosure 
by the technical review coordinator based upon the evaluation 
comments; and 

transmitting the recommendation of the invention 
disclosure via e-mail to the first group of users. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 12, 
further comprising the ' st e ps o f: 

transmitting a third notification message via e-mail to 
a second group of users based upon the created profile, the 
second group of users being within the plurality of users; and 

transmitting the recommendation of the invention 
disclosure via e-mail to the second group of users. 
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14. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 13, 
wherein the stop of transmitting the third notification message 
is responsive to submission of the invention disclosure. 

15. (Original) A method according to Claim 13, wherein 
the second group of users comprises a business area manager, a 
supervisor of the inventor, and the inventor. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 12, 
wherein the sto p of transmitting the first notification message 
is responsive to submission of the invention disclosure. 

17. (Original) A method according to Claim 12, wherein 
the profile comprises a functional manager of the inventor, a 
patent attorney, a technical review person, and a contracts 
person if the invention was developed under government funds, 

18. (Original) A method according to Claim 17, wherein 
the profile further comprises information relating to the 
inventor including the inventory employee number, department 
number, building number, phone number and e-mail address. 

19. (Original) A method according to Claim 12, wherein 
the first group of users comprises a technical review 
coordinator, a contract administrator if the invention was 
developed under government funds, and an intellectual property 
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administrator . 

Claim 20 (Cancelled) , 

21. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 12, 
wherein the step of creating comp - ^ irae^ further comprising sending 
a notification message to a co-inventor, the notification message 
being transmitted via e-mail with a hyperlink to the invention 
disclosure + 

Claims 22-30 (Cancelled) . 

31. {Currently Amended) An intranet for distributing an 
invention disclosure comprising: 

at least one computing device comprising a plurality of 
software modules, said plurality of software modules comprising 

a first software module for accessing an 
invention disclosure template form over the intranet, 
with the invention disclosure te m plat e form providing 
the following user options 

cre ate an inventio n dis closure, 
add attachments to an invention disclosu re, 
revise an inven tion disclosure, 
send an invention disclosure to a co- 
inven tor, 

view an unsubmitted invention disclosure, and 
submit an invention disclosure, 
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a second software module for creating an 
invention disclosure based on a user selecting the 
corresponding option in - usd-n ^ the accessed invention 
disclosure template form, with the invention disclosure 

feein g - ereatcd by an inventor providing additional -and— 

^ e - l-ud r i - H ^ information about an invention, 

a third software module for addin g an 

attachment to selecting an option in the invention 

disclosure template form based on the user selecting 
the corresponding option in the accessed invention 
disclosure template form, with the attachment providing 
addi tional information about the invention an d with the 
attachment being added without the use of a hyperlink, 
^e—jrnel-^ de an- attachment wi-t-h the invention disclosure , 

■ a- fourth oof twa-re modul e f or a%t - aching a file 

t o th e' invention disclosure without the use of a 

hy pc rli -- ^ 4 c, the file b^i^g created by - — the inventor — 

separate from t h e - i - iwcntion disclosure and in cluding— 

■inf o rma t i of*--^foout t he invention ' that is not included in 

% he invention d - io closure, - 

a fourth fifth software module for submitting 
the invention disclosure based on the us er se lecting 
the co rres ponding option in the accessed invention 
disclosure template form, with the invention disclosure 
being submitted along with the attachment attached fi-l e 
over the intranet to at least one evaluator via e- 
mail with a hyperlink to the invention disclosure, 
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and 

a fifth sixth software module for 
transmitting evaluation comments on the invention 
disclosure and the attachment a^ta e - hed— # ~ i-l -e by the at 
least one evaluator via e-mail. 

32. (Currently Amended) An intranet according to Claim 
31, wherein the intranet includes a plurality of users enrolled 
therein with each user having associated personnel information 
stored within the intranet, further comprising: 

a sixth seventh software module for creating a profile 
of the invention disclosure based upon a technical area relating 
to the invention disclosure in response to accessing associated 
personnel information of the inventor; and 

a se venth an eight software module for transmitting a 
first notification message via e-mail to a first group of users 
based upon the created profile, the first group of users being 
within the plurality of users and including a technical review 
coordinator, the first notification message having a hyperlink to 
the invention disclosure, 

33. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 32, 
wherein the at least one evaluator is selected by the technical 
review coordinator * 

34. {Currently Amended) An intranet according to Claim 
33, further comprising: 
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an eight a— *M^t%fe software module for submitting a 
recommendation of the invention disclosure by the technical 
review coordinator based upon the evaluation comments; and 

a ninth tienth software module for transmitting the 
recommendation of the invention disclosure via e-mail to the 
first group of users, 

35, (Currently Amended) An intranet according to Claim 
32, wherein the seventh eighth software module for transmitting 
the first notification message is responsive to submission of the 
invention disclosure. 

36- (Original) An intranet according to Claim 32, 
wherein the profile comprises a functional manager of the 
inventor, a patent attorney, a technical review person, and a 
contracts person if the invention was developed under government 
funds + 

37. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 36, 
wherein the profile further comprises information relating to the 
inventor including the inventor's employee number, department 
number, building number, phone number and e-mail address, 

38. {Original) An intranet according to Claim 32, 
wherein the first group of users comprises a technical review 
coordinator, a contract administrator if the invention was 
developed under government funds, and an intellectual property 
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administrator . 

39. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 38, 
wherein the first group of users further comprises a business 
area manager, a supervisor of the inventor, and the inventor. 

Claim 40 (Cancelled) - 

41. (Currently Amended) An intranet according to Claim 
31, wherein the fourth fifth software module comprises 
instructions for sending a notification message to a co-inventor, 
the notification message being transmitted via e-mail with a 
hyperlink to the invention disclosure. 

Claims 42-60 (Cancelled) . 

61. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium 
having computer-executable instructions for causing a computer to 
perform steps comprising: 

accessing an invention disclosure template form over 
the intranet , with the invention disclosure template form 
providing the following user options 

create an invention disclosure, 
add attachments to an invention disclosure, 
revise an invention disclosure, 
send an invention disclosure to a co- 
inventor, 
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view an unsub mitted i nvention disc l osure, and 
submit an invention disclosure ; 

creating an invention disclosure based on a user 
selecting the corresponding option in ushh^ the invention 
disclosure template form, with the invention disclosure feeing-- 
e^e ated— b - y — an inventor providing addit ional and including 
information about an invention; 

adding an attachment to selecting an - ^p - ti^ - " --- i ^b the 
invention disclosure template fo^-m based on the user selecting 
the corr espondin g option in the accessed invention disclosure 
template form, with the attachment providing additional 

inform ation about the invention to include --- an attachment with t h e 

irn-ve-nt i 0 n disc l-esuref- and with the attachment bei n g added without 
the use of a hyperlink; 

at-tach in g a fil e to-t - he invention dis-el - ^surc without 
% hc use of a hyperlink, t h e fi le bcin rg^roatod-4=> y the inventor 

separate from the 1 n vent-ion-d i c» c 1 o sure and- including - 4rn£erma ' % - i rO^- 

about--t--hc invention tha-tr-i-s not ine-luded in the inv e- nt-ion - 

d4 i s - e - 3 r O i gurc; 

submitting the invention disclosure based on the user 
selecting the corresponding o ption in the accessed invention 
disclosure template form, with the invention disclosure being 

submitt ed along with the attachment attaehed M - l -e over the 

intranet to at least one evaluator via e-mail with a hyperlink to 
the invention disclosure; and 

transmitting evaluation comments on the invention 
disclosure and the attachment attached -M-l - e by the at least one 
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evaluator via e-mail, 

62. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 61, wherein the intranet includes a plurality 
of users enrolled therein with each user having associated 
personnel information stored within the intranet r the computer- 
readable medium further causing the computer to perform steps 
comprising : 

generating a profile of the invention disclosure, the 
profile being based upon a technical area relating to the 
invention disclosure in response to accessing associated 
personnel information of the inventor; and 

generating a first notification message to be 
transmitted via e-mail to a first group of users based upon the 
created profile, the first group of users being within the 
plurality of users and including a technical review coordinator, 
the first notification message having a hyperlink to the 
invention disclosure. 

63. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 62, further causing the computer to perform 
steps comprising selection of the at least one evaluator by the 
technical review coordinator . 

64. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 63, further causing the computer to perform 
steps comprising : 
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generating a recommendation of the invention disclosure 
submitted by the technical review coordinator based upon the 
evaluation comments ; and 

generating an e-mail message of the recommendation of 
the invention disclosure to be transmitted to the first group of 
users . 

65, (Previously Presented} A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 62, wherein the profile comprises data 
representing a functional manager of the inventor, a patent 
attorney, a technical review person, and a contracts person if 
the invention was developed under government funds. 

66. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 65, wherein the profile further comprises data 
repr6 senting information relating to the inventor including the 
inventor's employee number, department number, building number, 
phone number and e-mail address. 

67. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 62, wherein the first group of users comprises 
a technical review coordinator, a contract administrator if the 
invention was developed under government funds, and an 
intellectual property administrator. 

68, {Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 67, wherein the first group of users further 
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comprises a business area manager, a supervisor of the inventor, 
and the inventor. 



Claim 69 (Cancelled) . 



70. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 62 , wherein generating the profile comprises 
generating a notification message to be transmitted to a co- 
inventor, the notification message to be transmitted via e-mail 
with a hyperlink to the invention disclosure. 
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